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Province Wellesley.    By his residence at either     CHAP.
""
place, the Siamese became entitled to levy certain
duties, and those who were so anxious to remove
the King of Queda from Province Wellesley, while
they were willing to permit his residing at Prince
of Wales Island, must, it is to be presumed, have
acted under a conviction^ that if the English were
willing to pay the penalty authorized by the treaty
for non-compliance with the provision relating to
the residence of the king, the other  contracting
party had no ground of complaint.*    The gover-
nor-general expressed an opinion that the banished
prince had been rather hardly dealt with.    This im-
pression was creditable to his lordship's good feelings,
and, from the circumstances of the case, it is not
unlikely that others shared in it.    The relations so
long subsisting between the English and the King
of Queda might not require that the former should
draw the sword in defence of the dominions of the
king; but it was scarcely consistent with good faith,
that the English should enter into a treaty which
secured to  his   enemies  the   fruits of successful
usurpation.
It had been feared, as naturally it might, that
some attempt would be made to restore the king
* Whether in cases where an act is not evil in its own nature,
but is one forbidden by human authority under a penalty, he who
breaks the law and pays the penalty stands acquitted in faro con-
scientia, is a question upon which^ the opinions of jurists are
divided. Sir William Blackstone and his annotator, Mr. Chris-
tian, take different sides, and other eminent authorities might be
quoted upon each.
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